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by Haig. For the post there could be only one choice.
Sir Henry Wilson's first idea that Clemenceau should
be appointed the nominal generalissimo "was aban-
doned, and Foch was unanimously chosen.

Other blessings came out of the ordeal.   America
increased her recruiting, and strained every nerve
to quicken the dispatch of troops, so that she might
soon stand in line with her allies.   Mr. Lloyd George
and M. Clemenceau appealed to President Wilson,
and no appeal was ever more nobly met.   General
Pershing postponed his plan of a separate American
sector of operations, and offered to Foch every man,
gun, and lorry which America had in Europe to do
with as he pleased.   France, unshaken by a menace
which struck at her very heart, showed that quiet
and almost prosaic resolution to win or perish which
two years before had inspired her troops at Verdun.
In Britain the threat of industrial strikes disappeared.
The workers forewent their Easter holiday of their
own accord in order to make up by an increased
output for lost guns and stores.   It looked as if the
good spirit of  1914 had been reborn, when men
spoke not of rights or interests, but of what service
they might be privileged to give to their country.
On Wednesday, 10th April, by a majority of 223,
the House of Commons passed a Bill raising the limit
of military age to fifty, and giving the Government
power to abolish the ordinary exemptions, and to
extend conscription to Ireland.   Two divisions and
other units were transferred from Palestine to France,
and a contingent from Salonika.   Moreover, the old
doctrine of the necessity of keeping a certain force
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